
 

An official of the judicial branch appointed or elected to hear and decide questions of law in court cases and 
to make certain that fair procedures are used.  The judge sits on the bench in a black robe.

A court official whose duties are to keep order in the courtroom and assists the jury.  The bailiff wears a 
uniform and carries a gun.

Court official who keeps court records, maintains official files, assists the public and administers the oath to 
jurors and witnesses.  The courtroom clerk sits near the judge.

A person who makes a word-for-word record of what is said in court and produces a transcript of the 
proceedings upon request.  The court reporter sits where he or she can hear what everyone is saying.

One who testifies under oath to what s/he has seen, heard, or otherwise observed.

A person selected according to law and sworn to inquire into and declare a verdict on matters of fact in civil 
and criminal trials.

A person who has been trained and licensed to represent others in legal matters.  In a criminal trial, the pros-
ecutor represents the interests of the State of California, the defense attorney represents the person accused 
of a crime.  Attorneys are also called lawyers.
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